
























FOR THE YEAR ENDIXQ
F E B R U A R Y '.i li, 18(5 ( i
TOGETHER WITH THE REl'ORT OF TUi
SiiDeriiitendinff Soliool "Oommittee.
DOVER, N . H .





For the Year ending: March E, 1866.
. »
Many of the important facts in relation to the schools
are seen at once in the following tables :
SUMMER SCHOOLS.
^fo. Dis. Tea', her-. AVeeks AVages No. of Aver.












































1 Lizzie A. Cbace of Sanbornton Bridge 11
2 Sara J. Drew of Dover V
3 Kboda J. Davis of Lee
4 Isabella F. Demcritt of Lee
5 Hannah D. Hayes of Durham
G Fannie A. Young of Durham
7 Lizzie A. jMeader of Durham
8 Kate Hamilton of Lee
9 G. Olivia Hoitt of Lee
10 Annie J. Giles of Durham
*Only those living in Durham.
WINTER
1 L. Calvin Sanders of Durham
2 Rhoda J. Davis of Lee
3 Ellen A. Jenkins of Madbury
4 Horace E. Bartlett of Haverhill, Mass. 7 2-5 33
5 Hannah D. Hayes of Durham 11 1-2 24
G Fannie iA. Younfi; of Durham 9 19
7 G. Oliv •? Hoitt of Lee 9 26
8 Thomas E. Symmes of Westford, Mass. 7 1-5 34
9 G. Olivia Hoitt of Lee 7 24
10 EllaF. Wiggin of Durham 9 3-5 20
*Not including those who live in Madbury.
In District No. 1, the same teacher as last year was cm-
ployed for the summer term, and with like success. She
.says : "I found my pupils, with few e.Kceptions, interesting
and interested. Many of the larger ones have an ambition
to excel in scholarship and deportment which cannot bo
too highly commended."


















her terra, and it was largely atteaded from this and other
districts
The teacher of the winter school was young-, inexpe-
rienced, and labored under great disadvaiitages from mak-
ing his first effort as a teacher
in a school where he was
himself, but a few years before, a scholar, and where doubt-
less there was some prejudice against him, and some dis-
satisfaction beforehand with his being employed. Conse-
quently, while he
worked hard in trying to do his duty,
and some of the scholars did well, the school was not very
successful, as it was hardly possible it should bo. It is
very sad to see any pupils utterly indiilereut
to their own
improvement as a number in this school for
the winter
plainly appeared to be.
It is the largest and most difficult school in town, and
needs always a teacher of experience and of superior
qualifications.
In District No. 2, the summer school was taught by the
same teacher as for two years before, and with like success
and acceptance. The winter school, taught by the teacher
of No. .3, in the summer, was very successful and useful.
She says : "1 would call your attention to those schol-
ars who deserve commendation for regularity of attendance
daring the winter term. Not absent, Bessie Chesley,
Ed-
die Pendexter ; not tardy, Addie Chesley, Bessie Chesley,
George Palmer.''
Every year's experience confii'ms my belief that the en-
largement of this school, by the union of the district
witli
the adjoining one in Madbnry, has more than doubled its
usefulness to the scholars of each.
Is Dis. No. 3, the school had very good teachers during
both seasons, and did as much good as could be expected
from the short time'it wa3 kept, only 12 1-2 weeks in the
year. It is not half enough.
In District No. 4, both teachers were nearly or quite
without previous experience. Both tried to do sheir duty,
and were useful, especially the teacher of the winter school.
5
Tlie3^ will both iiuprove with experience in the regulation,,
skillful management, and tact, which are alwaj's necessary
to a high degree of success ia teaching.
The house is in so bad a condition that no school in it
can do much good in stormy or severe weather.
In Distkict No. 5, the teacher, with large and successful
experience, taught for the first time in her native district.
There was an unusual regularity and punctuality of attend-
ance Of 35 scholars the average was 31. In the sum-
mer of 33, average 30 1-2. Only 8 cases of tardiness are
reported for the summer and 26 for the winter ; 15 in the
summer and 7 in the winter were not absent a day. The
teacher says she "found annoyance for a few days occa-
sioned by the attempt of a lad to be master. But as he
was sustained neither by his parents at home nor by other
members of the family at school, nor by any other member
of the school, the trouble and boy disappeared together.
The brother next in age to this rogue had the highest rank
m deportment of any member during the winter term. So
far as I know, the parents have sustained me in all my do-
ings, and if in anything I have failed, it seems to me not
to have been from lack of their co-operation."
The school house has been repaired, as it has much need-
ed to be for years past. The school room is made comfort-
able and convenient. But I regret that in painting the
wood work a color was chosen so sombre as a dark, dull
green. Some lighter, brighter and more cheerful color
would have made the room much more pleasant and attrac-
tive.
In Distkict No. G, the school is the smallest in town. It
is much t') bo regretted that the location seems to forbid
its union vrith any other district. The teacher has done
"well
; and she ought to be heard in what she says,
" The school is so small that it is regarded as of no im-
portance by the people of the district, or at leaet it would
so appear if we might judge from the interest manifested.
Not one person having scholars in the school has cheered
6
and encouraged the teacher or scholars by even a short
visit, though repeatedly urged to do so. If by any means
they could be induced so to do, I do think there would be
something done to repair the house, which is in a sadly di-
lapidated condition. Scarcely is there a desk but will re-
spond with an answering squeak to the lightest touch.
Having been annoyed by it for lY weeks, I fain would
spare the nerves of my successor, if by any words of mine
I could induce the district to make the necessary repairs.
The scholars have been, with scarcely an exception, uni-
formly kind, yielding obedience to the teacher with ready
cheerfulness. I think they are really deserving of a bet-
ter room.''
In District No. t, the school has given great satisfaction
in both terms. The teacher of the suininer school, the
same as last year, improves with experience, as every good
teacher will. The teacher of the winter school had before
taugtit two terms in No. 9, and this district could not be
Batisfied without an additional month of private school kept
by her. The satisfaction seems to have been mutual ; for
she says : "It has been the pleasantest school I ever had
charge of." .... Those who have not been absent
nor tardy during the term are Jacob Meader, Emma E.
Mathes, Emma 0. Mathes, Ida J Meader, Hannah A.
Mathes."
The interest of the people in this district is an example
to those of other districts, and has its reward in commonly
securing a good school.
The house is kept in the best condition, and furnished
with some apparatus, a clock, thermometer, globe, arith-
metical blocks and map of the United States.
In District No. 8, the teacher of the summer school was
competent in knowledge, ellScient and successful in
man-
agement, and did as much good as the short terra of six
weeks would allow. The teacher of the winter school was
abundantly competent, being a graduate of Harvard
Col-
lege, and was useful ; but a little more promptness
and
energy would have increased his usefulness.
I.v District No. 9, the energetic and experienced teacher
did her work well. She complains of irregularity in at-
tendance, and ascribes the fault, in part, to parents.
"When they consider visiting, gunning and fishing of more
importance than the cultivation of the mind, and keep their
children out of school for these things, they cannot but ex-
pect that their children will imbibe the same ideas, snd con-
sider it a matter of little importance, whether they spend
their time idly lounging in a store, shop or at play on the
timbers of a new building within sound of the school bell,
or in the school room. Parents should cease to complain
of the inefficiency of teachers so long as they suffer such
things to be. When they do their duty they may expect
the same of the instructors of their children.
Those not absent or tardy in the summer terra, were
Jennie E. Chapman and Hattie T. Chapman ; in the 2d
teim, Eddie Davis, Thomas Barrett, Jennie E. Chapman,
Hattie T. Chapman."
In Dtstrict No. 10, the teacher of the summer school be-
gan as I thought with a fair prospect of doing well. But
from some causes she is reported not to have boon so suc-
cessful as I hoped. I was not able to visit the school
near the close from being out of town.
The second term rather surpassed my expectations by
its favorable appearance in progress, and especially at the
end.
Lizzie E. Blanchard, not absent or tardy in either term ;
Annie G. Blanchard, not absent or tardy in the first term,
uor but one day in the second.
Dictionaries.—By authority of a vote of the town, at the
last annual meeting, a copy of Webster's Unabridged Dic-
tionary, the last edition, was placed in each school house
in the month of June. The books cost $9 each, $90 in all.
They were v>^ell covered with strong paper, and marked
each for the district to which it belongs. They wore very
acceptable and useful to the teachers and more advanced
•scholai's.
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More Schoolixg Wanted.—The greatest ainouat of pub-
lic schooling in any district for the year, vras in No. 5—
21 1-2 weeks ; the smallest in No 3—12 1-2 weeks. The
largest is not more than two-thirds as much as there should
be in every district.
Frivate schooU have made up the deficiency in part for
some of the districts,—2 months each in No. 1 and No 8,
and jSTmonth? each in No. 2 and No, 7. But the deiiciency
has not been repaired at all in the other districts. And the
smaller districts generally have no suflicient provision for
the education of their children.
The diminished amount of money coming from the State
for the schools, seems to make it necessary that an in-
creased amount should be raised by the town. And five
hundred dollars is not too much for an object so needy and
so important to the welfare of the whole people.
School ITouses should be made Attractive.—They should
be located in pleasant places ; should be kept in good re-
pair within and without ; should be made always comfort-
able, and neat, and tasteful. They should bo surrounded
with trees for ornament and for shade in the heat of sum-
mer. From six to twelve pretty trees might be set around
each school house and well protected by a little labor of
men in the district, without anj^ other expense. Surely it
is worth ail reasonable care and effort, all it will cost, to
make the places where our children are taught, agreeable
and attractive^ spots of beauty, furnishing their minds with
pleasant memories of childhood and school da^-s. In this
way there will be made a real and not small contribution to
the means of their intelligence, virtue, and happiness
through all their life.
I am sorry that I am oblighed to saj^ again there are
school hvHscs utterly unfit for their purpose, three especially,
those in Districts Nos. 4, 6 and 10. Will not the people in
those districts better provide for the good of their children
and for their own honor as parents and citizens ?
ScnooL PooKS. Tho Bible ; The Progi-cssivo Readers and
Speller ; Colburn's First Lessons in Arithmetic, and Green-
leaf's Arithmetics ; Golton and Fitch's Geography ; Weld
and Quaclienbos's Grammar ; and Quackenbos'e History
of the United States. On these subjects no other books are
used as authorized by tho Committee.
The greatest want of our schools, as I have said at other
times, is increased interest manifested by the people in visit-
ing them, in a constant, watcliful, kindly care for them,
and by co-operation with the teachers in all proper efforts
for their usefulness. In this respect tho Point District, No.
T, has furnished a good example most of the time .«;ince the
building of the present school house. If the people of the
town generally would do as a considerable portion of the
people in that district have done, there would be a constant,
improvement of our schools, until they would become very
nearly what they ought to be.
A Free Higij School is wanted to complete our system
of popular education for the town. Is there not some man
of property among us willing to endow such a school, who
will, with wise consultation and judicious plan, organize it,
provide for its permanent useful maintenance, and thus do
one of the best things that can be for his own enduring
honor, and for the benefit of the future generations who are
to live here ? ALVAN TOBEY,
Superintending School Committee.
Durham, N. II. March I, 1866.
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EXPENDITURES.
State Aid to Families of Volunteers from May I, 1864, to
May 1, 1865.
Samuel J. Jones to May 1, 1865 $144 00
John Goodrich do 144 00
Andrew D. Moring do 144 00
Kobert ^V. Francis do 144 00
David 0. Davis do 144 00
James II Lono: do 144 00
Moses B. Lang-ley do .112 00
Samuel E, Smith do 142 00
James T. Young do 127 33
Dennis Molloy do 96 00
John Drew 2d do 129 60
Joseph W. Dame do 96 00
Asa D. Palmer do 96 00
Horatio P. Abbott do 48 00
George E. Langley do 70 00
James R. Small do 48 00
Patrick Ryan do 68 00
Samuel Berry do 34 00
Oharles 0. Jones to March 20 42 66
James H. Tuttle to Feb I 36 00
George P. Demoritt to March 1 40 00
William E. Paul to May 10, 1864 1 00
Otis W. Hewins "11, 2 93
•Curtis Stimpson Sept. 8, 34 00
George P. Doeg May 24, 40
Alfred E. Davis Nov. 1, 24 00
Samuel Stevens " 28, 27 48
George W. Hanson " 27 48
Luke R. Yibbcrt Nov. 8, 73 60
Joshua Pinkham Aug. 25, 30 00
28 00
12
Amount rec'il taxes on dogs to Mavcli 1865 15 00
Paid Lydia Hayos for damage to sheep 22 50
James B. Edgerly do 24 00
John Randall" do 28 50 To 00
ABATEMENTS IN 18G4
Charles A. Tuttlc 4 29 Asa Miller
0. W. Hcwins 3 60 D. A. Stevens
















































































































































































Paid John Drew for 3 days labor 6 00
Mark H. Malhes 3 1-2 days labor 7 00
Hunkin Dame 3 3-4 " 6 56
Sylvester Dame 3 3-4
" 6 56
Jacob Mathes 6 " self and oxen 24 00
John Moouey for 100 ft covering stone 11 00
Charles II. Smart SO ft " 12 00
Jacob Mathes 16 ft " 2 00
Jacob Mathes for use of Derrick 3 00
Jacob 3Iathes for use of tools and ex. sharpening 50
$78 62.
Kent's Mill Bridge.
Paid Andrew J.Doe for 2 days labor 4 00
do 1 272 ft timber for string-crs 23 44
Nicholas Drew for 2 days labor 4 00
Warren Smith 1 do
.
2 00
William J. Channel for drawing plank 5 60
$38 94
New Market Bridge.
Paid Mark II. Mathes for 1 day's labor 2 GO
Warren Smith 1 do 2 00
Jacob Mathes 2 do self and horse 5 00
Andrew J. Doe 1 do 2 00
Jacob Mathes for drawing plank 2 00
Joseph Y. Chapman for repairing bridge 7 25
$20 25
Wiswall's Mill Bridge.
Paid Clark Mathes for 5 1-2 days labor 11 00
Darius Stevens 6 do 12 00
Mark H. Mathes 7 do 14 00
Jacob Mathes 8 1-2 do oxen 7 1-2 do 34 37
David S. Glidden 1 1-4 do 2 81
Joseph 1\. Cliesley use of oxen 15
Samuel R. Thompson, 3 days labor 5 00
Aaron Corson 4 do 6 50
Mr York for stone 1 50
Jacob Mathcs for use of derrick 5 00
do do tools and ex. sharpening 2 CO
Mark Willey for work on stringer 2 00
Jos. S. Burnham for 110 ft timber for strin^-ors 13 8G
$110 79
Bridge near Leonard Smith's House.
Paid Leonard Smith for 1 day's labor 2 00
Warren Smith 2 1-2 do 5 00
Jacob Mathes 1 day self and oxen 4 50
Ilemy Langley 1 day 2 00
Jacob Mathes for covering stone 4 37
$17 87
ROADS, BRIDGES & PLANK.
Paid J. W. Woodman, labor on Wiswall's mill rd. br. 1 37
John 0. Wiggin, 3 days du do G 00
Joseph R.Chesley, 2 do do do 3 00
Jacob Mathes, labor clearing ice from do 2 00
Wm Langley, rails for Newmarket road bridge 7 98
.Joseph Y. Chapmun for labor & railing do 4 00
E/.ra Parsons for repairing plow for B. Thomp-
son and J. Drew 6 00
John Drew for 8373 ft bridge plank 150 00
Lafavette Ilall, labor on rd & br near his house 25 00
Ebeu'r J. Parsons, labor, stringers and powder 5 77
Ezra Parsons, railing and material on Packer's




NON RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAXES WORKED OUT.




Rec-d of James M. Bunker 1000 00
James Garlaud jr 216 00
Joseplx Smith 400 00
George Fowler 200 00
Joshua F. Emerson 100 00
James M. Bunker 600 00
Ira Willey 100 00
Sarah Emerson 50 00
John Emerson 300 50
James Garland 230 00
Sally Doeg 200 00
Nicholas Drew 200 00
D. P. Bickford jr 200 00
Louisa J. Jackson 430 00
William H. Allen 720 00
Mary E. Edgerly 100 00
Mary F. Chesley 200 00
Susanna Chesley 300 00
Walter Wiggin 1000 00
Jason Dame 100 00
Fidelia Leighton 200 00
Henry S. Palmer 200 00
Samnel Emerson 405 00
Martha Wiggin 425 00
Louisa J'. Jackson 50 00
Alfred F.Paul 1160 00
George Fowler 400 00
Darius Stevens 100 00
George W. Palmer 100 00
Horace Rand 460 00
Mary A. Senter 350 00




Newmarket Road 78 62
Kent's Mill Bridge 38 94
Newmarket Bridge 20 25
Wiswall's Mill Bridge 1 10 t9
Bridge near L. Smith's 17 87
Roads, Bridges and Plank 225 04
Small Pox 277 99
GeneralExpense 414 66
State Tax 3187 50
County Tax 1072 80
Snow Bills 1865 44 21
Arrearaoces 111 86
Abatements 96 90
School Money 1150 00
Interest 2209 82
Non. Res. Highway 33 07
21
RECEIPTS.
County for Mrs. Crane 1
Taxes 1864
22
REPORT OF W. F. JONES,
Overseer of ihe Poorfor the Town of DiLrham, for the year
ending February 27, 1866.
BILLS AT THE FARM.
Paid James Twombly for shoes for S. Chesley
Pants for Joseph Thomas
Cloth for pants and shirting for A. Bick ford




8 yds of print for Martha Short
10 " " gingham
"
1 pr shoes 1 30 1 pr do 2 50
"
9 yds gingham for Sarah A Dame
4 pr shoes 1 75 buttons 10 els skirt 1 50
4 yds print for S. A. Dame's child
10 " gingham for Susan Johnson
1 pr shoes
" "
9 yds of gingham for Pamelia Smith
2 " " print
"
1 vest 2 00 1 coat 8 GO for Samuel Dame
1 skirt for Martha Short
1 axe and 2 handles
plaster 2 42 peas 20c, grass seed 4 25
3 casks poudrette
ladle 21c, paint 90c, window shades 50c,
chloride of lime 25c, comb 12c,
scythes & rifles 4 40 cheese cloth «fe runnet 59
tin milk pail 67c, matches 55c,
wicking 1 15 candle stick 42c,
glass, sash and putty
tea 75c, whip 60c,
fish 1 00 lamb 07c,
2 lard pots o5c, 2 chambers 96c,




Goo. S. Woodinuu for goods
tar for S. Chosicy 12c, crash for towels 1 00.
harness 30 (10 wagon 20 00
hay fork 95c, 2 rakes GOc,
inop handle I5c, repairs on sled 25c,
filing- saw 30c, salt fish 1 60
2 rolls cotton batting 40c, 1 patent sifter 1 25
grinding" corn and barley
horseshoeing 2 65 nails 1 08
crackers 1 05 beef 1 45
9 1 2 yds of priut :; 25 thread T2c,
1 cow 35 00 1 do 43 00










L. Beach for soap
G. &. W.P. Ffrost for goods
Stephen Jenkins for wood
Eufus Willey for blacksmiths work
N. Stevens for pressing hay
J. W. Coe for goods
G. W. Palmer ropa irs on house
G. S. Woodman barter
S. H. Greene 1 visit to M. Short
" 3 " to S. Johnson 2 to S. Chesley
Madbury tax
J. M. Pendexter for labor haying
W. F. Jones for 20 cords marsh mud
1 oak butt for cart 50c, cutting 16 acres grass
Ezra T. Hall for making ox cart
Elder Smith for services at J. Durgin's funeral
53 61
2i
robe and coffin for J. Durgin
for assessments on farm buildings
" onions




CR. RECEIPTS FROM SALES, &c.
Kec'd for one cow hide
keeping cattle
poultry
1 cow 48 00 8 pigs 44 50 6 calves 48 00
of C. Demeritt for labor
from dairy
Rufus Willey for pasturing 1 cow




Gen. A. Hoitt for hay
Geo. W. Palmer for house rent
County of Strafford for support of county poor
Geo. S. Woodman barter
Jos. W. Coe for pork
James Butler for pasturing 1 horse 1 month
1 cow 3 weeks


































Balance due town $18194
W. P. JONES, Overseer of Poor.
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PERSONAL PROPERTY AT THE TOWN FAUM,
Feb. 2nh, 186G.
STOCK.
1 pair Oxen 1 ft. t good Cows,
1 Horse, 2 Shoats,
20 Hens, 2 Turkeys.
FARMING UTENSILS.












1 new wagon harness,
1 string of bells,
2 axes,






















3 scythes and snaiths,
1 drag,






















I :gal molasses, 1 bushel moal,
I patent sieve, 2 Bmall boxes,
I ib saleratus, 1 set measures,
1 lb tea, 1 sugar box,
1 1-8 bbl flour, 1 molasses can,
2 butter tubs, 1 water tub.
PROVISIONS IN CELLAR & CORN HOUSE.
2 lbs pork, 1 1-4 lb beef,
i pots lard, 49 lbs ham and 2 legs,
50 bushels corn, 1-4 bushel colored beans,
30 lbs fish, T5 bushels potatoes,
1-2 bbl vinegar, 15 bushels barley,
23 lbs dried apples, 3-4 bushel white beans,
BEDS AND BEDDING.
8 bedsteads, 22 pillows,
10 feather beds, 30 sheets, 10 of them nevr,
28 pillow cases, 6 of them new,
24 bed spreads, 3 of them new.
KITCHEN UTENSILS.
2 cook stoves with appt, 1 coffee mill,
2 water pails, 2 wash tubs,
1 air tight stove, 1 wash board.
MISCELLANEOUS.
3 meal bags, 5 gals soap,
40 doz caudles, 10 tons loose hay,
5 tons pressed hay, 1 iron kettle,
8 cords pine wood, 3 cider bbls, 1 1-2 tons thatch.
We, the undersigned, Appraisers at the Town Farm,
Feb. 21, 1866, found the articles as stated above. The
stock is in good condition and all the farming utensils in
their proper places, and great improvement has been made
within the last year ; and, judging from the appearance of
the barn and out buildings, every thing has been properly
taken care of. Much praise is due to Mr. Nason for fh&
28
many improvements made the past year, and for large
quantities of mud he has in store for the coming season.
Every thing in the house was in its proper place, neat and
clean. Judging from the appearance, Mrs. Nason is a pat-
tern house -svife, and we think that she cannot be surpassed
in the State of New Hampshire.
Any woman that will go there and make as much im-
provement in the appearance of the house and inmates as
she has, deserves the highest regard of all our town's peo-
ple. Now, gentlemen and ladies, please call and examine
for yourselves.
J. S. BURNHAM,!^ .
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